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In the studio, an old box of colored pencils lay waiting for the artist’s 
hands, for without the artist, the pencils can do nothing. 

The familiar sound of the artist’s footsteps can be heard in the distance, 
as he makes his way up the stairs leading to his beloved studio. The spiral 
staircase was one of the artist’s favorite creations in his home. He loved 
the feel of the smooth, circular banister oiled by the many years his hands 
have slid over them as he slowly made his way up and down the intricately 
carved staircase. 

As the artist climbed, he reflected on his next project…contemplating on 
which medium he would choose to best define and magnify his vision, his 
style…his heart. After all, he wanted this one to capture the hearts of all 
that saw it. The project would be massive; however, the message would be 
simple…Love. 
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As he entered his studio, he saw in the corner, the easel holding one of 

his more recent works and the can filled with his favorite brushes of all 

shapes and sizes. He quietly whispers to himself, “Yes, perhaps 

watercolor would best display the aura of this work. Or maybe the 

richness of the oils would best bring out the depth of my passion.” 

Crossing the room towards the painting he notices, out of the corner of 

his eye, the small, worn, wooden box of colored pencils resting on one of 

the shelves. His heart skipped a beat as he recalled how much he had 

enjoyed hearing the sounds, of the pencils bouncing against each other as 
he carried them through the garden, in the beginning. 
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Back then it seemed as though he was always sketching new things 

every day. How fun it had been, in those days, when he was first 

experimenting with color; blending some to make new colors, letting 

others stand on their own, all of them making their own contribution to 

the whole beauty of it all. What a wonderful panorama of creations that 

came from such simplicity…a box of colored pencils. 

He caught himself staring pensively at the box as he remembered the 

joy, they had brought him…in the beginning. But quickly he shook off the 

urge to pick them up again. “Oh, this project is much too complex for 

colored pencils?” he convinced himself and turned again towards the 

painting corner. But something drew him back to the old, wooden box. 
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As he picked it up, he heard the familiar rattle of the pencils and he 

smiled. With renewed excitement, He ran his hands lovingly over the worn 

edges of the old box as he had done thousands of times before. Lifting 

the lid, he smelled the sweet fragrance of the wood, recalling the hours 

spent turning the handle of the old sharpener. Why, he must have 

sharpened an entire forest worth of pencils in the old sharpener! Yet, to 

this day, it remains as sharp as ever, ready at a moment’s notice to 

sharpen once again. 

Inside the box he recognized the “faces” of tried-and-true friends. He 

knew immediately he could trust them again. It was then that the 

artist knew he must complete this last masterpiece with the same 

medium he had begun his first one with…in the beginning. A simple box of 
colored pencils. 
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He took the old box over to the sharpener, still mounted on the windowsill 

overlooking the garden and took inventory of the pencils that remained. He 

noticed that some had been used so many times, they were too short to be 

sharpened in the old sharpener. He set those aside so he could carefully 

sharpen them with his pocketknife. There were others in the box that had 

never been sharpened or ever used. He couldn’t wait to put them into 

action. “Nothing will be wasted…every color has a purpose in this 

masterpiece!”, he thought to himself. 

Some of the pencils already had fine points and were ready to be used. Still 

others were rounded and worn down from use, nothing that a few turns in 

the sharpener couldn’t fix. Interestingly, he noticed that some colors that 

would be needed for this new work were missing. He made a mental note of 
this. 
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Gently removing the pencils from their safe-haven, he placed the longer 

ones to be sharpened in a pile on the sill, the shortest ones, in his shirt 

pocket. One by one he began to sharpen them. Again, the sweet 

fragrance filled the room as the artist steadfastly spun the handle on 

the old sharpener, causing the blades to rip off the wood, uncovering the 

rainbow of colors hidden beneath. 

From time to time, he would remove the pencil to check its progress, for 

he didn’t want to overdo the sharpening and waste precious longevity of 

the pencil. He made sure he sharped each one to his liking. If the point 

is too sharp, it becomes brittle and breaks easily, yet if it’s not sharp 

enough, it is impossible to get definition in the details. 
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With consistent pressure, he held the pencil in the sharpener, for 

without it the pencil would fall out. He knew that too much pressure 

would cause the delicate pencil to be eaten away or even to break off 

and become damaged. The artist had to be careful and to pay attention, 

for these pencils are being prepared for a very special and important 

work of art. In fact, it could be one of his last masterpieces! 

Turning and spinning, turning and spinning the old sharpener whizzed 

and whirred as the artist spun the handle, inspected the points and 

blew off the excess shavings, then carefully placing each newly 

sharpened pencil back in the old wooden box. After what seemed like an 

eternity of sharpening, he was finally through. Oh, he knew there would 

be more sharpening in the future, but for now, all but the short ones in 

his pocket were ready. 
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Taking a seat by the window, the artist removed the shorter pencils 

from his shirt pocket, pulled out his pocketknife and set out to carefully 

sharpen these oldies but goodies. Although all the colors in the box were 

important and all were his favorites, these shorter pencils are the ones 

he reached for more often, due to their ability to either blend in with 

other colors more readily or even to create contrast which helps to give 

interest in any artwork. Yes, all the colors have a role to play in this 

masterpiece. He wasn’t about to toss them aside because they were 

worn to such a small size! 

Having chosen the medium and prepared his materials, the artist 

confidently faced the large sheet of white paper waiting for him. 

Lovingly he picked up the simple old box of colored pencils and removed 

the first of many beautiful colors and began to fulfill his vision.  The End
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Redemptive Gifts 
Introduction
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God is our master craftsman, who works with absolute 
intensity and intentionality. Before we came into being, 
God had a plan for each of our lives. 
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Close your eyes and 
listen with your spirit 

as I read to you Psalms 
139:13-16



“You formed my innermost being, shaping 
my delicate inside and my intricate outside, 
and wove them all together in my mother’s 
womb. I thank you, God, for making me so 
mysteriously complex! Everything you do is 
marvelously breathtaking. It simply amazes 
me to think about it! How thoroughly you 
know me, Lord! You even formed every 
bone in my body when you created me in 
the secret place; carefully, skillfully you 
shaped me from nothing to something. 
You saw who you created me to be 
BEFORE I BECAME ME! Before I’d ever 
seen the light of day, the number of days 
you planned for me were already recorded 
in your book.” 
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Let that sink in! 

God the Father, saw who He 
created me to be before I became 
me!  And The number of days God 
the Father planned for me were 
already recorded in His book, of my 
life.” WOAH! 

Each of us reflects our Father and is 
created in his image for his good 
pleasure. This must be our anchor, 
“YOU saw who YOU created me to 
be before I became me,” as we 
individually pursue and discover our 
redemptive gift, otherwise we will 
settle for information and knowledge 
instead of a roadmap to assist us in 
achieving transformation.   13



Now, it is important to note in the 
study of spiritual gifts that there 
are three categorizes that are 
listed and described in scripture. 
Each set of gifts is given by one 
of the Godhead, has a specific 
purpose, and place of operation.

Let’s look at each of them. 
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REDEMPTIVE GIFTS (BIRTHRIGHTS)

SEVEN GIFTS
Prop t, Servant, Teacher, Exhorter, Giver, Ruler, Mercy

Roman 12:6-8 “Since we have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, each 
of us is to exercise them accordingly: if prophecy, according to the proportion of his 

faith; if service, in his serving; or he who teaches, in his teaching; or he who exhorts, in 
his exhortation; he who gives, with liberality; he who rules with diligence; he who shows 

mercy, with cheerfulness. 

GIVEN by FATHER
How we FUNCTION; defines our entire spirit and soul

Our BIRTHRIGHT which is received at conception (Ps. 139) 
The way we were designed by God, created in His image.

Affects our character, disposition, personality, perception, our outlook on life as 
well as the way we minister and flow in our anointing. 
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GOVERNMENTAL GIFTS (FIVE-FOLD OFFICES)

FIVE GIFTS
Apostle, Prophet, Evangelist, Pastor, Teacher

Ephesians 4:11-13 “And he (Jesus) has appointed some with grace to be apostles, and some with grace 
to be prophets, and some with grace to be evangelists, and some with grace to be pastors, and some with 
grace to be teachers. And their calling is to nurture and prepare all the holy believers to do their own works 
of ministry, and as they do this they will enlarge and build up the body of Christ. These grace ministries will 

function until we all attain oneness into the faith, until we all experience the fullness of what is means to 
know the Son of God, and finally we become one into a perfect man with the full dimensions of spiritual 

maturity and fully developed into the abundance of Christ.”

GIVEN by JESUS 
AUTHORITY given to some, not all, 

Nurturing positions
Purpose is to equip individuals for the work of the Kingdom. 

Office, more than a gift, to minister in every sphere of influence.
Goal to build the corporate body into unity, the knowledge of Christ, until we are 

perfected into one NEW man.
16
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MANIFESTATION GIFTS (DEMONSTRATIONS)

NINE GIFT
Power Gifts: Faith, Healing, and Miracles

Revelation Gifts: Wisdom, Knowledge, and Discerning of Spirits
Speaking Gifts: Prophecy, Tongues, and Interpretation of Tongues

1 Corinthians 12:4-11 “It is the same Holy Spirit who continues to distribute many different varieties of gifts. The Lord Yahweh is 
one, and he is the one who apportions to believer’s different varieties of ministries. The same God distributes different kin ds of 

miracles that accomplish different results through each believer’s gift and ministry as he energizes and activates them. Each
believer is given continuous revelation by the Holy Spirit to benefit not just himself but all. For example: The Spirit gives to one the 

gift of the word of wisdom. To another, the same Spirit gives the gift of the word of revelation knowledge. And to another, the 
same Spirit gives the gift of faith. And to another, the same gives gifts of healing. And to another the power to work miracl es. And 
to another the gift of prophecy. And to another the gift to discern what the Spirit is speaking. And to another the gift of speaking 

different kinds of tongues. And to another the gift of interpretation of tongues Remember, it is the same Holy Spirit who 
distributes, activates, and operates these different gifts

as he chooses for each believer.”

GIVEN by the HOLY SPIRIT 
DEMONSTRATIONS all display.

Purpose is to profit all.
They are received after salvation.

We are told to seek these gifts, though there is no guarantee Holy Spirit will give you the gift you seek.
All of us can have any of these gifts.



Redemptive Gifts

Father Function Soul and Spirit

Governmental Gifts

Son Authority Equip the Body

Manifestation Gifts

Spirit Power Spirit 

Soul can mimic
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COMPARISON OF REDEMPTIVE, GOVERNMENTAL & MANIFESTIONAL 
GIFTS

Redemptive Gift of Prophet
• Redemptive Gift of Prophet does not necessarily prophesy in a Manifestational expression.

• Redemptive Gift of Prophet is not the office of a five-fold Prophet. 

Office of Prophet Five-fold 
• Office of a Prophet may or may not have the redemptive gift of Prophet. 
• Jeremiah was redemptive Exhorter who walked in the office of Prophet.
• Peter was redemptive Prophet who walked in the office of an Apostle.
• John the revelator was redemptive Mercy who walked in the office of a Prophet.
• Ezekiel was redemptive Prophet who also walked in the office of a Prophet.

Manifestational Gift of Prophesying
• All seven Redemptive Gifts can prophesy.

• Just because you prophesy does not make you the office of a five-fold Prophet or have the redemptive 
gift of Prophet
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WHY DO WE NEED TO KNOW ALL THIS INFORMATION

Well, because identifying your gifting is just merely a starting point. There is so 
much more to the redemptive gifts than a personality profile or just obtaining a 
label. I’m an Exhorter. That’s nice. So what? Recognizing your redemptive gift will 
give you a greater understanding of your build in strengths and weaknesses. You 
will begin to understand in a deeper way why God created you. You will learn to 
stop wasting your time on those things that are motivated by woundedness. Rather, 
you will focus on developing Father’s creative expression in you. Your love of your 
Father will go to a deeper level as you begin to see more clearly His love and 
destiny for you. In short, you will mature, in your birthright, as a son or daughter of 
the one (Father) who; remember Ps. 139, “created (you) to be BEFORE (you) 
BECAME (you).”
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“Going Deep” 

Dream
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You are free to be who God made 
you to be. The world will be blessed, 
and you will be enormously fulfilled 
when you come into alignment with 
the way God designed you to be and 
display is for all to receive.

ALTHOUGH THE MATERIAL 
YOU WILL HEAR SEEMS 
SIMPLE, IT’S NOT EASY. THIS 
WILL BE THE HARDEST, YET 
MOST REWARDING THING YOU 
WILL EVER DO, TO WALK OUT 
YOUR REDEMPTIVE GIFT. 

Did you notice in the dream I thought 
I was going to die?  Well, it’s that 
intense but worth it!



UNITY WITH DIVERSITY

We are all being built TOGETHER to be a habitation of God in 
the fullness of the Spirit. In the colored pencil story remember 
He’s about to create a masterpiece with all the pencils! As we live 
and minister from our giftedness, we take our place in God’s 
corporate plans and purposes. Understanding the strengths and 
weaknesses of the other redemptive gifts, and how they relate or 
how their color blends in with the others, helps us all serve in a 
way that can most effectively benefit and advance the Kingdom 
on earth. 
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A leader must learn how to utilize the gifted people that God brings together to 
effectively benefit the whole. Imagine a room with the world’s best athlete, 
finest musician, greatest artist, most accurate theologian, greatest statesman, 
and most brilliant scientist. It is an impressive collection of gifted talent, but it 
does no good when what is needed at the time is a brain surgeon. Though 
talented, a musician cannot do the job of a surgeon because they are not gifted 
in that specific area.  

In a similar way, each redemptive gift has certain strengths and abilities by 
God’s design. A servant is not designed to do the job of a ruler, and neither is 
the mercy gift primarily designed to do the job of an exhorter because they are 
foundationally different. Learning the strengths and weaknesses of each 
redemptive gift helps us to understand the ways God has designed his people 
to flow and function together as “ONE.” Unity but with diversity! 
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Sevens in Scripture

24

I have mentioned that there are seven 

redemptive gifts; prophet, servant, teacher, 

exhorter, giver, ruler, mercy, and in fact there 

are over one-hundred different lists of sevens in 

the Bible, but I am only going to focus on one 

of those lists for explanation purposes.  

Seven is a very significant number throughout 

all of Scripture. It represents spiritual or perfect 

completion and reveals a part of God’s 

character. They parallel the seven gifts in 

Romans 12 in the EXACT SAME ORDER 

found in Gen. 1-2:3. (Ex. 1st day of creation 

parallels the redemptive design of Prophet, 

as it is the first listed in Romans 12; 2nd day 

of creation = Servant; 7th day = Mercy) 



TERMS AND DEFINITIONS

There are several terms and definitions that are critical to the study of 
the redemptive gifts. There are behavioral characteristics that are 
demonstrated in each gift. They represent strengths and 
weaknesses. I will be describing the qualities of each gift so that you 
are able to identify your personal design. Within these qualities I will 
be discussing the mature characteristics, our strengths, as well as the 
most carnal, our weaknesses, though most of us will fall somewhere in 
between. 
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The reason we are needing to speak about your strengths and 
weaknesses is because your strengths will help you narrow down 
which gift you are. However, it is the weaknesses which will most likely 
help pinpoint which gift you are. Why, because as I mentioned earlier, 
ALTHOUGH THE MATERIAL SOUNDS SIMPLE, IT IS NOT EASY. THIS 
WILL BE THE HARDEST, MOST REWARDING THING YOU WILL 
EVER DO, TO WALK OUT YOUR REDEMPTIVE DESIGN, as it will 
requires you to acknowledge, learn from and overcome your 
weaknesses. 

So, you will hear me repeat a phrase before we explore the 
weaknesses of each gift. “Now that I have pointed out your strengths, 
we need to talk about your weaknesses, because Satan will build a 
stronghold next to your strengths using your weaknesses.” 
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LET ME GIVE YOU AN EXAMPLE FROM MY LIFE

Now, something we will discuss under each gift’s strength is their 
“natural innate quality.” For example, I am an exhorter, and my 
natural innate quality is “relationships,” they come easily. So, it is 
natural for me to be drawn to relationships. However, my demonic 
stronghold, which is “Immediate gratification,” draws me into busy-
ness with people, instead of me spending my time building a deeper 
relationship with the Lord. Horizontal verses Vertical. And my 
battlefield being denial keeps me believing the legitimacy lie which 
is, “That I am legitimate when people want and need to be around 
me.” When the truth is, if I will commit to first spending most of my 
time building my relationship with God, I will have a harvest of 
revelation to share with others which will be much more beneficial to 
them and rewarding to me. 
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Bottom line is, I need to go to God first before I spend my time with others 
because my Birthright as an Exhorter is to reveal God and how can I do that 
if I never spend time with the revelator Himself? Each one of us reflects God 
and is created in his image for his good pleasure. Each of us has been given a 
birthright, which in the simplest terms is the revealing of our spiritual DNA. 

Understanding our birthright, the uniqueness of who God made us to be, 
and what he made us to do, sets us on a path we did not choose for our own 
feet, but which draws us on, compelled by his love and the sense of purpose 
he instills within. In the midst of seeing only in part, God throws in joy along 
the journey. 

There are several other terms and concepts that are critical to the study of 
redemptive gifts which are principles and earned authority, those are better 
left for when your redemptive gift is solidified, so we will leave that for 
redemptive gifts 102. Any questions? Prophet, here we come! 
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